SPRINGDALE IN THE REVOLUTION

For a number of years I have attemnted to understond the
tectics of the Battle of Princeton. The descrivtions of events as
related 2re unclear and confusing. Historians usually describe the
"Saw Mill" road by which Gener=1 Washington's army aporoched Prince
Town 2s a diagonal road that they report " has long since disappeared";
and there is the problem.

Until a lost map relating to this matter wes discovered in
The Peter Force map collection in the Library of Congress around
1913, the tactics of both sides were approximated around the imagin-
ary road.

Gen. Alfred A, Woodhull in 1213 and Professor Thomas Jefferson
Wertenbaker.in 1922, both of Princeton, used this lost mep in correct-
ly identifying the course of the Saw Mill road. Woodhull's work was
called a preliminary study while Professor Wertenbaker's excellent
book expanded the subject. He was able to logically exvlain the
tactics 2n? timing using the correct course of the Saw NMill road.

Thie book was published in 1922 a2t the time the Battle Nonument was
dedicated. The Professor's superior history is concise in proving
his interpretatins of events. That brevity invites detailing, throuch
research?fsuch items as the full course of the Saw NMill road.

P 1904 . _

Last~year I requested membership at Springdale Golf Club
because I have enjoyed trying to play the game since about 1920.

A secondary purpose was to attempt to find the traces of that road
as it crossed the present golf course, the o0ld Stockton farm of
Springdzale.

Research so far indicates that road crossed or bridged the



< A
Prog Hollow ravine about where the fté;; fairway crosses the now
landscaneg stream,Research aleo indicates that the third phase of
the Battle of Princeton occurred here in the arez in front of our
Club House. Nore on that confrontation later.
To afcuratly establish the course of that read I found it
necessary of Stonv Rrook
to go back to the time of the original ouaker settlement}1696; =
community that was to be named Prince Town around 1724 after
Williamléf Orange.
Land grants,patents, and early purchases of large tracts by
the original five ocuaker families established the street pattern of

cur present town. The purpose and use of the earliest roads =zlso

expleains that pattern of"North by Northwest".

The first road in this settlement was, of course, the o0ld
Indian Trail between the Hudson and Delaware River valleys. Known
by many names over the past 300 years, the tovms of Elizebeth, Rehwvay,
New Brunswick, Kingston,Princeton, Lawrenceville, and Trenton owe
their location to that trail. The course of that trail weas changed
but little. In Brinceton it is known as Kingston Road - Nassau-
Stockton, or as Route 27.

The probable second road was ore established by those early

ouakers to reach the nearest meeting house at Crosswicks,now called

Queker Roed, g necessary route from 1696 until 1726 when the present
Stony Brook IMeeting House was established.

Another rozd recuired by these cutkers,=s they cleared the
12nd, was = correce o0 hanl their lors to 2 sew mill 4y the Millcetone
River to n»rovide timbere ~nd lurber with which to build their farm
structurs; the Saw Mill road from the cuaker zettlement of Stony

Brook to the Mill.



Another early road, now 7ithersnoon - IM"t. Luecns, 2lone a
Gat Mol

nronerty line, reached the Rocky HillAfrea and the back reaches of
the first Richard Stockton®s immence nlantation of 5,500 acres, purch-
ased in 1701 from Wm. Penn. The center of the Stony ﬁ%@gﬁR%gﬁmenced
to form around the junction of this road with the Indian Trezil about
1710 end by 1754 Nassau Hall of the College of New Jersey was build-
ing exactly at thelhead of this road.

'Now to anchor the Saw NMill Road. Its purvose,as we have noted,
was to reach a large saw mill located on the Millstone river just
above the junction of the Stony Brook creek. The site, now submerged
by Lzke Carnegie, was several hundred Yards south of the present canal
agueduct. The exact date the dam 2nd milt-were built is not establish-
ed but it wes early since three of the first six quaker settlers
chose to build their residences along this road,

Known as Scudder's ¥ills during the revolution the deed of
purchase by Scudder in the sevemteen fottes describes the mills as
a saw mill, a grist mill and a fulling mill.

On that lost map previously mention and sometimes referred
to as the "Cadwalader Suy zo", a2 footnote descfibes the Swm NMill
road as: "this road leads to the back part of Prince Town which may
be entered any where on this side - the country cleared for about
2 mileg of (everything? blotted)-few fences -".

The map wes obviously hurriedly sketched by Gen. Cadwzlader
at Crosswicks from information given to him by a young svy the Ceneral
had previously sent into the garrisoned and fortified village.
Understandably it lacks scale and has some minor errors but much
revealing information.

Three days before the battle of Princeton Cadwalader sent
this map to General Washington then at Trenton with a lengthy
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Tcnort.(lt would appear that the map and letter became sepzrated
ah some time after the conflictJ Porwarding this information to
Washington at that time would indicate that he contemplated,even .
then, reaching the British stores at New Brunswick.

. I Mdis e

While the couvrse of the Saw Nill roadAis approximated,not
showing turns etc., it shows the turn off the Quakeﬁa§a?d at the
marker in the field south west of the Quaker Meeting.ﬁl} is shown
as just.éouth of the Baldwin Farm residence. I%%ecame known as
Prospect 2nd present Prospect is on that site. The road is then shown
as terminating er joining 2 north-south road labeled " road to
Sudders ¥ills" and that road became todays Harrison with the course
of Western Wway and Ivy Lane on the line of the Saw ¥ill road.

We have several other a@nchor point but not noted on this
map. The Thomas Clarke house on the battle field,Built just.before
the Revolution, faced south.Traces of that road are still evident
sixty paces to the south. Second is the Wm. Clarke house ( site of
the original Benj. Clarke plantation mansion) is shown,in & painting
by a Peale who was ih the battle, as facing south and this road.
Third is the Col. 0lden stage house on Olden Lane. The original part
of that house faced south and this road. This is further confirmed
by Maj. James Wilkinson's descriotion of the battle.

A fourth anchor point is,as indicated, Prospect. Another
cuite probable is the prior location of our club house near the
second tee a2nd behind the sixth green. Nore on that later.

While we have established the course of most of the Saw Mill
road¢ , and its function, the middle section is as yet unclear. How
far south of the Wm. Clarke and Col. Olden houses was its course?

Possible traces, not conclusive, might bring the course about

parallel tc -our 7th and 8th fairways, depending on where that road
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crossed the present Soringdele Road. We need mo® convincing evidence
on this part of the course.

The events, circumstances and timing of the Battle of Prince-
ton fit logically into place when related to this road course; the
events become confusing ang contradictory when related to that

imaginary diagonal course used by early historians.

Mote: Whgn the present Mercer St.- Princeton Pike wzs layed out 30

gears aitep the Revolution, 1807, the need for the Saw Mill road
iminished.We find no m2os of early Princeton showing it or many traces.
Un e ﬂwapU&mfy

-7 Before we describe the confrontation Dﬁ?ur club howsse,
the third phase of the Battle of Princeton, we might briefly review
the beginrings of the Soringdale property.

Richard Stockton, grandfather of Richard the signer,was one
of the six original Quaker families to form the Stony Brook Settle-
ment, starting in 1696, as a place of "non molestation". They came
? not from Pennsylvania as we might assume but from Pigcataway Twp.

QMJX' and Woodbridge havine previously owned property on Long Island. With

Stockton came The Benj. Clarkes, Wm. Oldens, Joseph Worths, Wm. 7>
Horners, and a few years later Benj. Fitz Randolphs. All were seeking
release from religeous persecution.

< From Propritors and others they purchzsed the farm areas that

| would later become Princeton except the areas to the east, the Danizl

Brinson and the Dr, Henry Greenland(Castle Howard) tracts.

These Quaker properties were acouired from 1696 to 1701. In
1696 Richard Stockton's first purchase was 440 acres, the area between
the present Washington St. and Springdale Rd. and from the Indian
Trail to Stony Brook, from which Springdale developed. His second
vurchase was from the prooritor Wm. Penn of 5,500 acres (one half the
size of Wanhatten Island). This is the area north of the Indian Trail

reaching thg/Sonman tract at about the Bedens Brook road and west
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from the Division Line (Provence Tine) east to Kingston excent the
Danial Brinson tract.

In 1764 Beni. Fitz Randolrh, CQuaker, bought 100 acres of
Richard Stocton's first nurchase, the eastern boundry being the
present Waeshington Rd. From this property Fitz Randolph provided
four and one half acres in 1753 and on which Nasszu Hall was built
in 1754 - 1756.

TWu%ﬂeo;emaining 340 zcres were to remain in th- Stockton fam-
ily for about two centuries. Richard Stockton's first residence was
probably what is known as the Barracks on Edgehill Bd. His son John
built Norvén on the northern property. The farmer's house and bvild-
iness on the Svringdale tract were located on the Saw Iill road more
central to the ovneration but date of building is not deteérmined.

P vebabsy Y um of e 1707

0f interecst is the origin of many of the Yorth-South thorouvgh-
fares of Princeton today. Province Line (Division Line% dividing
Ezst and West JerFey?was surveved in 1686 2s North by Northwest,
22 1/2 degrees west of true Worth. Later most promerty lines were
surveyed parallel to that line. Thus the following streets, on
property lincs, are aporoximatly North by Forthwest: Elm Road,
Iibrary Place,Bayard Lane, Vitherspoon, and Harrison while scouth
of the Indian Trzil we have 0l1d-n-Lover's Lane, fTnrinsdale,
"1evend-r, Wechinston, end Yarrison. All run North ty Northwest

ae the ecst =n? west boundaries of the Roro.

Snrincsdale's part in the 2Ba2ttle of FPrinceton occurred
in thie menrer. The first vhase, on that morning of Jan. 3,1777,was
manoeuvers after the marching Rritish and Americans forces sighted

ecch other just after sunrise. The second phase was the bettle on
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the VWm. Clarke ferm involving the British 17th regiment,plus some of
55th, with Gen. Vercer's Continentals and Czdwalader's Vilitia.

The third phase develoved after the British 17th was driven
from the field. The British 55th, from their position on the wooded
crown of Mercer Heights ( now Mercer and 0lden Lane ) saw their
valiant companion regiment, the 17th, beated and pursued. Below them
to the south were 2,500 American continentals and 1,000 militia in
column on‘the Saw ITill road; about in front of the present Advanced
Studies structurss and srraddliﬁgfﬁfﬁgh Lane.

Earliephen the sound of the battle to the west reached the
third British regiment, the 40th assisned to remain in Princeton and
guartered in Nassau Hall, moved out to block that Saw Mill road. They
deployed along the east bank of the Frog Hollow ravine and bridge(ase
sumed). The 55th, withdrawing from Mercer Heights, moved quickly to
support the 4Gth in confronting Sullivan's column on the Saw Mill
road. They took up 2 position on the left {south) of the 40th. These
moves took place at about 9:10 AWM,

General Sullivan had his column moving forward on the Saw
Mill road over our golf course (avoiding the greens we are sure).

We still seek traces of that road. This may explain why we are con-
stantly looking up on our shots.

Yith the British regiments already in position Sullivan
devloyed along the west bank of Frog HMollow described as having
steep banks. The extent of gun firing is not determined. ™AnvrAdtedly
there w2s some. Sullivan then sent a detachment to flank (move around)
the British left(south vossibly as far as your favorite 15th hole).
This detachment was climbing up the steep incline, even as we do

todzy, when the British broke. They retired hurriedly toward Nassau



S=veral hundred of the 40th reentered Nassau HYall nrobably
to retrieve their vracks but were surrounded by the closely pursuvinmg

Continentals. In this last ophase the 55th and the remainder of the

o sed W Luchs Q&
40th,now inAroute, hurried down Witherspoon toward Somerset Court
(M;HS'\'W\@) K\

Houseﬂwhere they had left their baggage train the day before. Others
rushea out toward Kingston. Thus three of the best regiments of the
King's army in the Colonies were ignobly driven from the village.

. Gyl

At about 9:40 the 200 King's troopsVin Nassau Hall surrender-
ed. They were described by a witness as, " ghaughty crabbed set of
men" ;understandable with their pride so crushed.

As you tee off on number one or as you sit on the veranda
try to imagine what that confrontation might have been like had you
been there 205/years ago. There on the left are the handsome crimson
uniforms drawn up in perfect formation. Boyonets fixed they face the
determined Continentals over that Frog Hollow ravine. Imagine cannon
being wheeled into position while commands sound out above the shouts
and murmers of the men as they anticipate conflict. It happened here
on this ground.

Six years later, in 1783 General Washington ,on arriving at
Rockingham,addressed these remarks to:"the inhabitants of Princeton
and neighborhood together with the President and Faculty of the
College" saying "--the pleasure I feel in visiting the scene of our
important ¥Military trensactions and in recellecting the period when
the tide of adversity began to turn, and better fortune to smile upon

us." It happened here! Nay we be proud of this heritage.

Harold H., Heins Sr.

May 19€0



