
P R I N C E T O N  G O L F  C L U B
1895

MALCOLM MCKINNON WITH ASSISTANCE FROM  GOLF CLUB ATLAS, JOE BAUSCH, MIKE CIRBA AND 
WAYNE MORRISON

EVOLUTION OF THE CLUB AND GROUNDS

New York Sun rendering of the golf course 03/21/1897

1895

In October ,1895 an article in the Daily Princetonian calls attention to a new nine hole links which have been created 
on cleared grounds in a field commonly known as “Stockton Woods”. These same grounds today are the sloping 
lands  bordered by Westcott Lane on the south, Mountain Avenue down the hill to the North and Elm Road to the 
west, . Also noted in the article is the organization of a Princeton Golf Club and a formation of a board of governors 
including G.A. Armour, C. Dodge, A. Marquand, C. F. W. Maclure, J. S. Morgan, F. Neher, H. F. Osborn, M. Taylor 
Pyne, H. D.. Thompson, A. F. West and W. A. Wyckoff.
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The initiation fee was set as $5.00 and annual dues were $5.00. Speculation was that golf would soon become an in-
tercollegiate sport

Daily Princetonian, October 2nd 1895
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An article in December states that the club is private, and requests that members and their guests would please re-
frain from riding their horses over the grounds and damaging the greens.

Daily Princetonian, December 6th, 1895

1896

By May of 1896 the club is described as flourishing and the first Handicap tournament is to be held for undergradu-
ates on May 26th to contest for a cup donated by George Armour.
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Daily Princetonian, May 14, 1896
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1897

A handicap sweepstakes is held and first mention is made of our first professional  James Swann.

Daily Princetonian, May 21st, 1897
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In September of this year new officers are elected and dues double to $10.00 per year. To put that in perspective, how-
ever, you may have noted in the May 21st Daily Princetonian that the annual subscription to the paper was $4.00.

Daily Princetonian, September 30, 1897

In 1897 play on Sundays was strictly prohibited and if you were a student you could be subject to expulsion from the 
University if caught. The powers that be at the club wanted to emphasize that point so they printed it two days run-
ning in the Daily Princetonian. Truly, a strict Presbyterian ethos on display.
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Daily Princetonian, October 13th, 1897
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Daily Princetonian, October 14th, 1897
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In November of 1897 new officers are elected, a new cup is donated my M. T. Pyne and improvements on the course 
including new bunkering are being made.
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Here is a New York  Sun article detailing the golf course as it existed in 1897.

New York Sun, March 21st, 1897
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By late 1897 plans emerged to try to improve the quality of the turf. New seed is laid and top dressing is employed. 
The art of greens keeping is beginning to emerge
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In December of 1897 the Princeton Golf Club was elected as an allied member of the United States Golf Association 
along with the Town and Country Club of Saint Paul, MN and Wee Burn Country Club in Darien, CT.. The three 
clubs became the 57th through 59th members of the USGA although we do not know the order of the vote during 
that meeting.

1898

Daily Princetonian, January 7, 1898
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By the fall of 1898 we have the University Championship, the Pyne Cup being contested.

Daily Princetonian, October 6th, 1898
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In the Fall of 1898 we now also have the appearance of a golf team at Princeton University.

Daily Princetonian, October 8th, 1898
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Here is the financial report from 1898.

Daily Princetonian, October 12th, 1898
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In the fall of 1898 we find that teams from Princeton, Yale Harvard and Columbia are competing  at the Ardsley Club. 
Princeton’s team include freshman Hugh Wilson ’02 who went on to help create both couses at Merion Golf Club and 
also had a hand in designing the 12th -15th holes at Pine Valley, Seaview, Cobbs Creek, Philmont and North Hills.

Daily Princetonian, October 5th 1898

In November 1898 the Princeton Golf team is 
still active and engaged in a match against the 
Lawrenceville School.
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Daily Princetonian, November 9th, 1898

1899
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Here is the layout of the Princeton Golf Club in 1899.

New York Sun, April 2, 1899

In April of 1899 golf matches are in full swing.
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Daily Princetonian, April 20, 1899
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By the fall of 1899 there is a movement afoot to secure a larger parcel of land to establish a new links. Rumors persist 
that the club has it’s eyes on the old Stockton family farm, Springdale which consists of about 240 acres.

Daily Princetonian, September 25th, 1899
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