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A ORRN aW WKe ILUVW PULQceWRQ ZRPeQ'V JROI YaUVLW\ WeaP SRVLQJ ZLWK WKe PeQ'V WeaP LQ WKeLU 1991 
WeaP SKRWR.  

More than fort\ \ears ago, Princeton Associate Athletic Director Sam HoZell ¶50 floated 
the idea of forming a neZ clXb sport to baseball coach Eddie DonoYan. JXst a feZ months later, 
the Princeton Zomen¶s golf team became a realit\. After seYeral decades, the team has groZn 
into one of the premier teams in the IY\ LeagXe and a force to be reckoned Zith at toXrnaments 
throXghoXt the Northeast. Their triXmphs inclXde back-to-back IY\ LeagXe titles this \ear and 
last. 

The team achieYed sXccess throXgh both indiYidXals Zho left lasting legacies and 
perseYerance dXring trials that st\mied the team¶s groZth. The Zomen¶s golf team is cXrrentl\ 
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celebrating its 40th AnniYersar\, so the Dail\ Princetonian is taking a look at hoZ these Tigers 
eYolYed and came to dominate the IY\ LeagXe. 

A WeaP iV bRUQ: BeWW\ WheOaQ OeadV Whe chaUge WR cUeaWe ZRPeQ¶V gROf 

FolloZing HoZell¶s remark, DonoYan called local Zomen¶s golf legend Bett\ Whelan in 
the hopes that she might accept the post. Whelan boasted an impressiYe golf resXme, holding the 
Ladies ClXb Championship for nearb\ Springdale Golf ClXb ² the cXrrent home for both Tiger 
golf teams and the site of the Princeton InYitational ² for fifteen \ears. Whelan also foXnded the 
Garden State Women¶s Golf Association and Zas a participant in tZo National AmateXr 
Championships. Whelan accepted the offer to become the coach of the team; in JanXar\ 1978, 
the Zomen¶s golf team became a realit\. 

Whelan immediatel\ Zent to Zork fXndraising for the clXb, organi]ing the Princeton 
Friends of Women¶s Golf groXp to raise mone\. Led b\ SXsan Blair and Anne Poole, the groXp 
Xsed the help of Springdale Members and other friends to raise oYer $3,000 a \ear. 

The team foXnd immediate sXccess. 

³We scraped together foXr golfers for oXr first aZa\ match at RXtgers,´ Whelan said. 
³The pla\ers met at Dillon G\m Zearing cXt off jeans and sneakers. We loaded an assortment of 
clXbs into m\ car, headed to NeZ BrXnsZick, and Zon the match! An inspiring beginning!´ 
Later that season, the Tigers took second in the Scarlet Knight InYitational ² their first 
toXrnament appearance. 

The team Zas certainl\ fXeled b\ its coach, especiall\ dXring the earl\ \ears. 

³Mrs. Whelan Zas an e[cellent role model,´ said Ellen Longmire ¶82 in a letter to the 
Friends of Princeton Golf. ³She made the game look so eas\.´ Whelan ZoXld remain the catal\st 
for team groZth oYer the ne[t decade as the team greZ in si]e and strength. JXst tZo \ears after 
its formation, the team Zas looking forZard to haYing nine pla\ers on the roster; a significant 
increase and an indication that Zomen¶s golf had taken hold at Princeton. 

WRPeQ¶V gROf aQd Whe VWUXggOeV WR achieYe YaUViW\ VWaWXV (OaWe 1980V) 

ThroXghoXt the 1980s, becaXse the UniYersit\ had not granted the Zomen¶s golf team 
Yarsit\ statXs, the team Zas fXnded solel\ throXgh the efforts of the Friends of Women¶s Golf 
GroXp. In the spring of 1980, Whelan made her first attempt to conYince the Princeton Athletic 
Department to grant the team Yarsit\ statXs. 

Despite assXrances that the team ZoXld become a Yarsit\ leYel team once the\ greZ in 
si]e, according to Princeton AlXmni Weekl\, Whelan and the rest of the team Zere denied this 
coYeted statXs. Correspondence betZeen Whelan and then Princeton Athletic Director Robert 
M\slik ¶61 indicate that despite her efforts and the continXed groZth of the team, the UniYersit\ 
ZoXld not consider the Zomen¶s golf team for Yarsit\ statXs ³for the foreseeable fXtXre.´ With 
Whelan acting as a YolXntar\ coach throXghoXt the process, the team spent the entire decade 
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strXggling to become a Yarsit\ sport. In 1988 ² after nearl\ ten \ears of fighting for the caXse ² 
Whelan retired from her position as the Zomen¶s golf coach. 

³She Zas the force that kept the team breathing,´ said golfer Shena McLenaghan ¶87, 
reflecting on Whelan¶s retirement. 

With their first leader gone, the Tigers Zere forced to tXrn to a neZ face to keep the fight 
aliYe. 

PageW BeUgeU, TiWOe IX aQd Whe ACLU cRQYeUge RQ ZRPeQ¶V gROf, UeZUiWiQg Whe QaUUaWiYe 

The ne[t foXr \ears ZoXld proYe to be crXcial in the clXb¶s adYancement and the 
cXlmination in their strXggle for Yarsit\ statXs. BXt the sitXation ZoXld not be resolYed qXickl\ 
and qXietl\; it ZoXld take the efforts of nXmeroXs Princeton alXmni, local politicians, and eYen 
the American CiYil Liberties Union to earn Zomen¶s golf the statXs it deserYed. 

The first step Zas made in 1990 b\ Princeton golf alXmna Lisa Olson ¶80. In JXne 1990, 
Olson Zrote a letter to UniYersit\ president Harold Shapiro *64, Xrging him to help fight gender 
ineqXalit\ in collegiate sports. Olson first argXed that, as a self-financing clXb sport, the eleYation 
to Yarsit\ statXs ZoXld come at no cost to the UniYersit\. FXrthermore, Olson noted that the 
team¶s eleYation ZoXld enhance the team¶s repXtation and conYince more Zomen to join and not 
the other Za\ aroXnd, like the UniYersit\ claimed. 

³This sXbtle form of se[Xal discrimination is all too common in college sports, Zhere 
Zomen¶s teams are roXtinel\ relegated to secondar\ roles, Zith the implication that in this, as 
Zell, Zomen are inferior,´ Olson said. 

A lacklXster response from the UniYersit\ folloZed ² one that argXed Zomen¶s golf 
coXld onl\ be considered Yarsit\ if it Zas alread\ a Yarsit\ sport at more than foXr other IY\ 
LeagXe institXtions. 

³The threat of an embarrassing laZsXit seemed the onl\ Za\ to get the UniYersit\¶s 
attention,´ Olson e[plained. Olson recrXited the help of Deborah Ellis ² Legal Director of the 
NeZ Jerse\ ACLU ² Zho immediatel\ Zent to Zork adYocating for the eleYation of Zomen¶s 
golf at the UniYersit\ to the Yarsit\ leYel. 

Ellis and the rest of the Zomen¶s golf sXpporters needed the help of Title IX to sXpport 
their caXse. Whelan had laid the groXndZork for this angle, corresponding Zith then-U.S. 
Senator and Princeton alXmnXs Bill Bradle\ ¶65 regarding Title IX and its relation to Zomen¶s 
golf at Princeton. Ellis then implemented Title IX into her argXment. 

In letters to the UniYersit\ general coXnsel, Ellis Zrote that ³The clXb statXs hampers 
recrXiting, hampers fXndraising, depriYes the team of access to facilities and perks proYided to 
Yarsit\ members, and, most fXndamentall\, denigrates the athletic endeaYors of the team 
members.´ In 1991, Ellis made an official reqXest to schedXle an appointment betZeen the 
UniYersit\ and the ACLU to discXss and solYe the matter. 
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At the same time, the Zomen¶s golf team strXggled to find leadership Zith Whelan 
retired. Rel\ing mostl\ on the determination of its pla\ers, the team desperatel\ needed a neZ 
Yoice to naYigate throXgh toXgh times. This Yoice tXrned oXt to be Paget Berger *90, a gradXate 
stXdent at the WoodroZ Wilson School and a passionate golfer. Captain Jennie Thompson ¶90 
and pla\er Barbara Armas ¶92 encoXraged Berger to assXme a role Zith the team. Within Zeeks, 
Berger became the team¶s neZest coach and traYel coordinator, as Zell as ² most importantl\ 
² the team¶s fighter for Yarsit\ recognition. 

Berger began her neZ job b\ speaking oXt against the Zords of Peter McDonoXgh, Zho 
at the time serYed as the UniYersit\ General CoXnsel. McDonoXgh had contacted the Zomen¶s 
golf program throXgh their ACLU representatiYes in a series of letters, Zhich e[plained that 
Zomen¶s golf ZoXld be ³considered´ for Yarsit\ statXs if the threat of legal action Zas 
neXtrali]ed. Berger replied Zith a letter signed b\ the team, denoXncing the decision to Zait and 
see, and presenting the cXrrent XneqXal state of affairs betZeen the men¶s and Zomen¶s golf 
team, especiall\ Zhen it came to fXndraising. 

³The bottom line is that Zomen cannot be denied the same statXs as men in a UniYersit\ 
sponsored actiYit\,´ Berger conclXded in her letter. 

An imminent legal clash seemed ineYitable, bXt the Zomen¶s golf team finall\ preYailed. 
On JXne 19, 1991, correspondence from the Office of General CoXnsel to the team indicated that 
a program ZoXld be adopted oYer the sXmmer to transition the Zomen's golf team to Yarsit\ 
statXs. Less than a month later, on JXl\ 12, the UniYersit\ officiall\ recogni]ed the Zomen¶s golf 
team as a Yarsit\ sport. The long-aZaited dream had finall\ become a realit\. 

OQZaUd aQd XSZaUd: Whe ePeUgeQce aQd cRQWiQXaWiRQ Rf aQ eOiWe SURgUaP 

EYen before the Tigers became a Yarsit\ program, the\ Zere on a qXick path to elite 
statXs. Once the\ became a Yarsit\ team, that groZth onl\ intensified. JXst foXr seasons in, the 
Tigers Zere recogni]ed b\ the IY\ LeagXe and the Eastern College Athletic Conference as one of 
the best teams in the Northeast. MXltiple pla\ers Zere recogni]ed as all-IY\ or all-ECAC caliber 
golfers. 

The team had one of their proXdest seasons in 1997, Zhen the\ not onl\ hosted the first 
eYer Bett\ DonoYan AlXmni ToXrnament (Whelan married Eddie DonoYan in 1989), bXt also 
celebrated the senior season of perhaps their best pla\er in school histor\: golfer Mar\ Moan ¶97. 
Moan qXalified for the NCAA Championship three \ears in a roZ and Zas one of the best golfers 
in the IY\ LeagXe dXring her foXr-\ear campaign. She remains one of the best golfers to haYe 
eYer been a part of the program. 

Toda\, the Princeton Zomen¶s golf program remains aliYe and Zell, thriYing among their 
competition. The team has Zon back-to-back IY\ LeagXe ToXrnaments and are set to make an 
appearance in San Francisco in the NCAA Regionals on Monda\. The team is also Yer\ \oXng, 
being led b\ sophomore teammates Ma\a Walton and Alison Chang. The\ are set Xp Zell to 
continXe their sXccess for the foreseeable fXtXre. 
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The Zomen¶s golf team continXes to celebrate their sXccess on the coXrse, made possible 
b\ their YictorioXs strXggle to attain Yarsit\ statXs. Since their inception as a Yarsit\ team, the\ 
haYe positiYel\ changed the liYes of hXndreds of female athletes Zho are able to compete against 
the nation¶s best. 

³Golf Zas not the onl\ reason Zh\ I chose Princeton, bXt the memories I haYe of m\ time 
on the team Zill be among the most YiYid I haYe of m\ foXr \ears as a Tiger,³ said Caitlin 
SXlliYan ¶07. 

 

 

 

(DeWaLOV abRXW WKe WeaP¶V ULVe WR YaUVLW\ VWaWXV cRPe IURP AC 194 BR[ 1 FROdeU 1 LQ WKe SeeOe\ 
G. MXdd MaQXVcULSW LLbUaU\ AUcKLYeV aW WKe UQLYeUVLW\.) 

 

The original paper on Zhich the aboYe article Zas based is proYided coXrtes\ of Elaine Armas: 
 
The SWRU\ Rf WRmeQ¶V GRlf aW PUiQceWRQ UQiYeUViW\ b\ CaURO WeOVh ¶92 aQd LiVa OOVRQ ¶80  

 

 

 

 

 


