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Springdale History Project: The Trolley Line


Have you ever wondered about the slightly raised area that runs in a straight line from 
near the 1st tee towards the 10th tee continuing through the woods down to the ruins of 
a stone bridge crossing the brook?

What you are seeing are the remains of the Trenton and Mercer County Traction Company - 
a trolley line that ran from Trenton to Princeton from 1899 to 1931.  From the perspective 
of Springdale, the specific route taken by the trolley line is not just a historical  curiosity.  
Perhaps more than any other single factor, the construction of the trolley line in this 
location influenced the layout of the golf course we enjoy today.

Borrowing from the excellent research done by Malcolm McKinnon, we know Moses 
Taylor Pyne, Stephen Palmer and Cornelius Cuyler purchased 240 acres on behalf of the 
Springdale Association in 1899 to move the Princeton Golf Club from its initial site in 
the Stockton Woods to a new location on the Stockton Farm closer to campus.  



The map below shows the approximate outline of the land purchased by the Springdale 
Association to build the new 18 hole golf course:



However, at the time of the purchase, a potential conflict already existed as a proposed 
trolley line crossed the initial design for the 18 hole course as laid out by Willie Dunn in 
1899.





In typical Princeton fashion, a conflict between the competing interests ensued as 
reported in a 1982 article published in the Princeton Recollector on the history of the 
trolley lines.  And, in what might have been considered an upset at the time, the 
seemingly underdog trolley company won out over the interests aligned with the 
University and local powers-that-be.  It is interesting to note that in this reporting, the 
motivation of Moses Pyne (along with others) in purchasing the land was described as 
trying to keep the trolley line out of Princeton - for reasons we might find suspect today 
- rather than to build the golf course.








The map below again shows the outline of the land purchased by the Springdale 
Association along with the path of the trolley line across the property.  As a result, the 
land available to build the golf course was substantially reduced.  A subsequent, but 
smaller, reduction in the area of land occupied by the golf course occurred with the 
construction of the Graduate College in 1915 which required changes to three of the 
nine holes of the Willie Dunn-designed course that opened in 1901.  The net impact of 
these changes was to reduce the total area occupied by the golf course down from a 
contemplated 240 acres to approximately 100 acres. Both the Gerard Lambert-design of 
1915 and the William Flynn-design of 1926 were laid out to fit in this smaller footprint 
making Springdale a most compact golfing gem and contributing very significantly to 
the walkability of the course we so much appreciate today. 



For those interested in learning more, the March 1, 1982 and June 1, 1982 issues of the 
Princeton Recollector report in detail the history of the two trolley lines connecting 
Princeton to Trenton in the early 20th century.  While the first of these two lines, the 
Trenton & Mercer County Traction Company, crossed the current site of Springdale and 
very significantly impacted its layout, the second trolley line also has a Springdale 
connection.  The Trenton-Princeton Traction Company opened in 1901 and its tracks 
directly crossed the original Stockton Woods location of the Princeton Golf Club which 
had been abandoned only one year earlier.


